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JUDGE JOHN PARK McMURRAY 

H e uvte a simple direct man } " said his wid¬ 
ow t , Aileen McMurray 3 "He wouldn't want 1 
.much said about him." Probably true; the 
man who held the Inyo Superior Court.bench for 
28 years had been known for his modesty and the 
avoidance of what he would have considered un¬ 
due publicity. 

And althoujh there was> as he wished } a 
minimum of public notice concerning his life 
and activities, there was in fact a great deal 
to be said of California' Lawyer and Judge John 
Park McMurray who at 70 died last week at Lone 
Pine's Southern Inyo'Hospital. He had suffered 
for a long tine from respiratory problems. 

The extent of his professional fame was 
perhaps best seen last week when the Los Angel¬ 
es office of the Associated Press called local 
reporters for additional biographical informa¬ 
tion on McMurray; the AP man said his office 
already ’had a good-sized file," but AP wanted 
more. 

A biographer might in fact have trouble 
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defining the specific combination of experi¬ 
ence 3 talent and knowledge that expanded Judge 
McMurray 's renown from a remote } cow-county 
superior court bench at least to the borders 
of a populous state 3 and probably beyond. The 
vast majority of oases he "sat" on were those 
routinely filed in his home county of Inyo, but 
by midweek his widespread legal activities came 
increasingly to light: McMurray had been freq¬ 
uently called in by many other counties to hear 
"tough" cases. He had ruled on-and was rarely 
if ever reversed by higher courts —on some of • 
California's major witter cases y and he himself 
sat on several state courts of appeal. 

He had been called in on the now-famous. 
legal proceedings in the case of Communist An¬ 
gela Davis and her alleged inxfolvenent in the 
shooting at the Marin County Civic Center in 
1970. A Davis co-defendant claimed prejudice 
on the part of McMurray. lihat occurred in a 
judges ' chamber conference is not immediately 

(See McMURRAY, Page 5) 
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THE ELECTION 


-NEWS BRIEFS 

METERS: A FOREGONE CONCLUSION 

METERS READY TO GO; INYO SKUNK CONTROL 
IS A "FRILL”; NO HELP FOR DEATH VALLEY ' 
VICTIMS; AND ARNOLD STILL CAN’T MOVE IN 

O VER THE NEAR-UNANIMOUS PROTESTS OF COUNTY 
water users, it appeared, last week that 
the installation of DWP water meters on 
all area residences is a foregone conclusion. 
Without recourse to agencies beyond itself, the 
DWP handily issued a "negative declaration" on 
metering’s impact on Inyo Communities, or, in 
effect, saying such metering will have no such 
impact. Last week, arguments and protests about 
green space and real estate values notwithstan¬ 
ding, DWP moved ahead with its metering plan* 
Said Paul Lane, a top Los Angeles DWP official: 
"Our board will soon consider the negative dec¬ 
laration on the project, probably within the 
next week or two. The county will be notified." 

"The county," meanwhile, showed little 
inclination to react in opposition when such 
notification occurs. The district attorney, L. 
H. Gibbons, has repeatedly indicated he plans 
no recourse in the courts "At this time," al¬ 
though he and other county officials have long 
•argued the fact that, when metered, Inyo water 
users, close to the source of L.A* water, will 
in fact be paying more for water than L.A. us¬ 
ers nearly 300 miles away. That single issue 
may lead to legal action. Lane was asked what 
is expected to take place at the impending ses¬ 
sion of the board of water commissioners at Los 
Angeles, and if the board should approve the 
metering plan before considering environmental 
problems posed by meters. "We’11 order the in- 

(See NEWS BRIEFS, Page 2) 


All 3 Run Again 

"DRAWING LOTS" WILL NOT 
DETERMINE THE TIE VOTE 

W HEN INYO VOTERS "UNBE- 
lievably" tied up the 
two challengers in the 
District 3 supervisorial race, it appeared that 
Moe Jacobson and Roger Glidden would draw lots 
to find out ■who would come up against Incumb¬ 
ent Wilma Muth in the November election. Elec¬ 
tion officials, reading from a section of the 
election code at that time, said the tie vote 
was to be handled in that way. 

Not so, according to Anthony Miller, chief 
legal counsel to Secretary of State March Fong 
Eu. heading from another section of the code. 
Miller told NEWS-LETTER (and also advised the 
Inyo County Clerk's office) on Monday that "in 
case of a tie vote, non-partisan candidates re¬ 
ceiving the same number of votes shall be can¬ 
didates at the ensuing election....In no case 
shall the candidates determine the tie by lot." 
Miller, along with other officials of the sec¬ 
retary of state's office, had been in conversa¬ 
tion with the clerk's o ffice workers at Inde¬ 
pendence. Said Caren Daniels, Eu's press sec¬ 
retary* "We wanted to make sure that all the 
clerks and registrars are in agreement on this. 
All three of the candidates will be on the No¬ 
vember ballot, if it is established in the can¬ 
vass of the votes that there was in fact a tie." 

In the poat-i?idnight counting of last 
week's balloting, seven absentee votes were 
found in the ballot boxes. Prior to that, the 
vote stood at 373 for Jacobson, 372 for Glid- 
don. With disbelief, Data Processing Director 
George Tantaen fed the ballots into the comp¬ 
uter. The result: Jacobson and Glidden, 375 
each to Muth's 5U3. 

Attorney Miller, speaking from Sacramen¬ 
to, referred to Section 6613 of the election 
cede to make his ruling. Before he found the 
law, County Clerk Rita Brcmley had based her 
own statement on Section 20501 of the code, 

(See ELECTIC^, Page 2) 
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stallation of meters,” he said* ”They'll con¬ 
sider both at the same time.” 

"THOSE PEOPLE,” SAID SUPERVISOR WILMA MUTH, 
"are really being shafted. It's too bad.” Too 
bad it may be, but the lot owners who bought 
into water-disputed King Felton Development 
south of Bishop are still unable to move their 
mobile homes, or begin construction, on the 
land they bought. The controversy centers on a 
mobile home owner, Louis Arnold, who is press¬ 
ing the local officials, including those in 
the health department, for permission to move 
in. They are reluctant to grant such permiss¬ 
ion until, under stringent health regulations, 
a permanent water supply can be conclusively 
proven. It seems the water was there - until 
the drouth caused a major well to run dry. The 
supervisors may wish now to pass the dry well 
buck to other agencies; Math said she feels 
that state agencies responsible for "checking 
out” the development before giving their app¬ 
roval, had not done their jobs. But for Arnold 
and others like him such blame-placing was of 
little help; his deed to the lot is useless 
until the health department can give its okay. 
And Arnold wasn't getting a lot of help from 
Inyo legal minds. Said Deputy District Attorn¬ 
ey Greg James: "If you allow him to move in, 
everyone else will want to.” 

IS THE TRAPPING OF SKUNKS AN EXPENSIVE county 
"frill"? That's the question posed by Supervi¬ 
sor Chairman Pd chard McDonald when the super¬ 
visors pondered a course of action - or reac¬ 
tion - in the matter of a federal program to 
rid Inyo of its ongoing smelly, skunk problem. 
The plan would cost the county about $19,000. 
County Administrator John K. Smith allowed as 
how "People will find a way to get rid of them 
if there is no county service,” and the board 
opted to stick with its own trapping program, 
pending further discussion at future budget 
hearings. But one supervisor. Independence's 
Johnny Johnson, was not so sure; he'd heard of 
rabies outbreaks among skunks near San Luis 0- 
bispo. "I'd hate to see that here,” he offer¬ 
ed. 

A CHILLING LIST OF PAIN AND DEATH, of heart at¬ 
tack and injury victims who died before they 
could reach help; of traffic victims transpor¬ 
ted in the hard backs of pickups and station 
wagons; of babies born to fearful mothers try¬ 
ing to reach medical help 80 to 180 miles dis¬ 
tant. The compilation of human troubles was 
presented last week to the local media, to of¬ 
ficials, and to anyone who would read or list¬ 
en, by Volunteer Activist Susan Mativo, a con¬ 
cerned Death Valley area resident. She wants 
to obtain - somehow - the medical help she ea¬ 
gerly presses for in her area. Mativo returned 
from Sacramento where she collared legislators 
who she hoped might find funding for a doctor, 
a clinic, or possibly a permanent mobile unit 
to serve Death Valley's emergency victims. At 
present, when they can get a ride, the south- 
county victims are brought to Lone Pine or ta¬ 
ken to Las Vegas; all can expect a ride of an 
hour or more before they are helped. 


(More NEWS BRIEFS, Page 6) 
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ELECTION, Continued 

which, taken at first glance, implied that a 
winner would be chosen "by lot.” 

Meanwhile, the question arose in pract¬ 
ically everyone's mind as to whether the June 
6 "count” was accurate. The candidates in par¬ 
ticular, were nervously aware that the differ¬ 
ence of everi one vote inaccurately computed 
Would mean a dramatic difference. Both Jacob- 
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After a 
devuty, Don 
Blacky 
brought in 
the last 
ballot 
boxes , a 
District 3 
tie tJas 
discovered. 
The "unbe¬ 
lievable" 
had happened 
and set off 
a poet- 
midnight 
flurry of 
activity t 
including 
ealln to the 
secretary of 
state. 


son and Glidden expressed the feeling that the 
clerk's office should provide, for the sake of 
public interest, a careful recount of tho vote. 
They had been informed by the clerk's office 
that such a recount could cost one or both of 
them up to $2000, the price for a "hand-count.” 

"That's more,” complained Jacobson, "than 
I spent on the entire election. I don't have 
that kind of money.” 

"And neither,” said Glidden, "have I." 

In fact, was the count accurate? Observ¬ 
ers recall the late election night "problems” 
with the computer which was brought to Inyo 
County for the election, by the Computer Elec¬ 
tion Service of Berkley. Inyo's Data Process 
Director Tantzen said "It was not our regular 
computer system, but the computer was probably 
accurate, certainly nothing major wrong with 
it.” TAntzen said that he doubts whether a re¬ 
count would make much difference, that "a 
hand-oount may be leas accurate than the cora- 

(S«<» f* ION, Page 9) 




























»»NOTES FROM B.K.«« 

VACATION AI!D TRAVKL NOTES: If 
you're planning one of those 
cruises, you'd better check 
out the ship you'll travel a- 
board, Some of the steamship 
companies would like to have 
us believe that the gastro¬ 
intestinal. troubles you suffer 
are due to the fare (or the 
water) at various ports of 
" call. In " 7 9% of the cases" 
that's not true. It comes to 
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BENETT KESSLER 


light now that the II.S. Public 
Health Service has made on-board inspections of 
cruise ships departing American ports and the 
inspectors have found "unsanitary conditions" 
in the galleys of almost all of them. More than 
2^0 cases of serious digestive problems were 
attributed to the food aboard these ships. To 
get the facts on each ship and its sanitary 
record, you can call or write to Chief Sanita¬ 
ry Vector Officer, Public Health Service, Mia¬ 
mi, Florida, 33132. 

MORE VACATION NOTES: Going to Canada? The Em¬ 
press Hotel at Victoria (B.C.) will cost you a 
pretty penny (even at favorable dollar-exchange 
rates), but if you can get reservations on the 
waterfront side, it's worth it. 

STILL MORE: It's time the housewifey types got 
some consciousness-raising about campers and 
trailers and motorhomes. Look at it this way: 
Hubby wants to "see the outdoors" and his vac¬ 
ation becomes the pivot around which her vaca¬ 
tion > must spin. So-o-o-o, he spends up to 20 
grand (or more) to buy one of those yukky RV's 
and claims he's saving money on traveling. For 
the price, spread over several years, he could 
take her (first-class, mind you) to practic¬ 
ally anywhere in the world for his two or three 
weeks, wine her and dine her. Instead, he parks 
the ridiculous tiling next to a hundred others 
just like it - and she does the cooking ( earn/■ 
microwave), the laundry (sans washer), and 
has to settle down (sans babysitter) to stare 
lifelessly at some idiot's artistic concept of 
(Forest Service) scenery while he goes off to 
prove he is slightly more intelligent than the 
average hatchery trout. I'd let him have his 
RV, alright; he may have earned it....and he 
could call me from time to time at Cannes, or 
Beirut, or Karachi or Caracas. But of course 
if lie gets an RV, I want an equal amount put 
into my MG, or one of those classic Sunbeams. 

IF YOU PLAN ON ATTENDING THE 1979 SUPER-BOWL 
(and I'm not sure why anybody would want to), 
you 'd better start applying right now for tic¬ 
kets. Send no money, but tell them now how ma¬ 
ny people in your party. Write to Don Weiss, 
Executive Director, National Football League, 
]|01 Park Avenue, New York, N.Y* 10022. Expect 
to pay $30 (this year's price) or more per per¬ 
son. 

TAKING THE LEAP AMONGST THE ORANGE BLOSSOMS: 
a pair of Geminis, Nancy Bright, daughter of 
the Keith Brights (ranching, oil), and Rick 
Masters, on June 17, Methodist Church, Indep¬ 
endence. They set the date between their birth- 
dates (His June 13, hers June 19)• They'll live 
at Independence until they later return to 
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school. No honeymoon planned right away, but 
the bride-to-be says they'13. later go to Gua¬ 
temala "because he likes ancient relics." 

THE WAY PEOPLE ANSWER THE TELEPHONE often rev¬ 
eals their sense of humor, or lack of it. And 
there's no lack of it cn the part of (possible) 
Supervisorial Candidate Moe Jacobson. During 
the post-midnight election counting while the 
unbelievable tie vote was happening, I called 
Moe for a comment, he answered: "Anxiety Stat¬ 
ion. Hello." The question of who will oppose 
Incumbent Wilma Muth in the run-off was still 
undecided late last week; Moe, or Roger Glidden. 
Roger's comment: "I just can't believe it." Nor 
could we for awhile. 

*** 

THE HOLLYWOOD MOVIE FACTORY IS GRINDING OUT 
summer cinemas (kind of like bratwnrst % .with 
too much fat in it) that are cashing in on all 
the new nobodies who suddenly have become some¬ 
bodies: John Travolta (who, except for one ov¬ 
erdone scene in Saturday Night Fever should 
have stayed with Hotter)$ more Neil Simon and 
his flick Cheap Detective ; and even Charles Col¬ 
son, the Watergate scoundrel who conveniently 
chose "Born Again" status. They're even doing 
a National Velvet remake. All so very predict¬ 
able. 

WATCH FOR MORE SHENANIGANS (and a lot of feign¬ 
ed innocence) on the part‘of the Department of 
Water and Power which seems now to be pushing 
for the trade of some Alabama Hills land for 
some Haiwee area land. D’iJP claims it has "no 
intentions" to pump water from any new acquis¬ 
itions. Oh yeah? The deal has been in the mill 
with BLM since ' 6 ) 4 ., so why all the sudden new 
interest in quick negotiations? It seems the 
DWP (its reputation preceding it like a bad 
smell) is having troubles with the folks over 
in the Peripheral Canal area, and is looking 
for other sources. There was another of those 
"public hearings" (little publicized) down at 
Ridgecrest recently at which DWP's motives be¬ 
came as transparent as those of a kid caught 
reaching toward the cookie jar. Tapes of the 
meeting are available to those interested: You 
can hear more by writing to PO Box 26, little 
Lake, 93&2. 

BIRTHDAY CELEBRATIONS: (Is the world being tak¬ 
en over by Geminis?) Cynthy Smith, Laurie SiLth, 
Kenney Scruggs. 

4HKS- 

PUBLISHER CLIFFORD URSETH of Ridgecrest's Daily 
Independent stopped by for a newsroom visit the 
other p.m., on his way to Mammoth for the bike 
races. Promises Urseth: "We're going to come 
back to Inyo again. This time we'll do it righti' 
Okay C3iff; say when. There's got to be some¬ 
thing strongly creative about a guy who drinks 
wine coolers (light) made with 7-Upl; how could 
he lose l ? 

AND MORE NUPTIALS AHEAD. KEBS newsman John Hem- 
ler goes to the altar in August. More on that 
later. 

THE GRASS WAS GROWING HIGH, carefully cultivat¬ 
ed by some teenie-boppers out at Fort Independ¬ 
ence. Some adults found it, and that ended that. 

(More B.K.'s NOTES on Page k) 
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B.K.'s NOTES, Continued 

Meanwhile, the "source of supply" may be mov¬ 
ing from the Southland (Paraquat spraying scar¬ 
ed off a lot of customers) to the norths The 
staid and solid citizens of northern Californ¬ 
ia counties and a few others in the hinterlands 
are looking the other way as their countercul¬ 
ture neighbor's grow grass in hidden rural ar¬ 
eas. They don't really approve but the cash 
flow into the small towns is so great that it 
has helped otherwise sagging economies. Ahead 
lies trouble, however; the growers are begin¬ 
ning to fight over graving space, "territor¬ 
ies," and customers. One or two shootings and 
ri poffs of harvests are creating law enforce¬ 
ment problems* Small-town officers wero hard¬ 
ly prepared to deal with the situation* 

it** 

PREDICTABLY, THE POLITICOS ARE STUMBLING OVER 
themselves finding ways to turn "Jarvis" con¬ 
veniently to their favor. Everything that goes 
wrong in government from here on in they can 
now blame on all us ingrates who pulled the 
rug out from under them on June 6. And, also 
predictably, they are conveniently deaf to Jar¬ 
vis 1 real message and they're trimming the fat 
not from the lard-ridden top, but off the bot¬ 
tom. Their troubles - caused by lack of direc¬ 
tion and efficiency at the top - they're al¬ 
ready blaming on Proposition 13. But fear not: 


There are more elections to come. It will be 
interesting to watch the action from now to 
November, and we seriously doubt that many of 
the incumbents will be eager to "cut services 
and personnel" very much before then. Why is 
it that every officeholder tries to convince 
us that a bureaucrat is always somebody else? 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT: Bishop's Harold 
Hodges. At his shop - Sportsman - he's always 
got a free coffee for the customers. And it's 
good coffee, too. 

KEN MURPHY, INYO'S FORMER PUBLIC' DEFENDER, the 
dapper fellow of the law community, was hosp¬ 
italized recently. Sources say he underwent 
treatment for anemia. Our sympathies and best 
wishes* 

##* 

.. .AND MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAT BE GOOD NEWS 
every day... 

- Sincerely, 
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(Advertisement) 


' ^ ''According to the scriptures of Marx and Lenin , the comnon people must submit 
to the will of an elite few because they really don't know what they want from life. " 

- Col.letti 

★ ★ ★ ★ * 

June 6 marked the largest amphibious Tandinr of Allied forces in the West Europ¬ 
ean theater of war, 1944. The Nazi war machine was struck a crippling blow that pierced 
the mighty fortress wall. The free armies would reclaim the many trampled countries 
that had fallen under the heels of oppression, but others would remain enslaved, this 
time under a new oppressor, the Soviet Union. 

Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, the Ukraine, White Russia and others would discover 
their names and national identities erased slowly from the text books and maps of 
modern times. Oh yes, and East Berlin too; the only place in the world where a wall was 
built not to keep invaders out, but to keep a people in. 

While the word ietente is presently in great usage, bearing its own special sem¬ 
antical meaning, detente had been previously referred to as the "Cold War." It was a 
war which saw the collapse, over the past three decades, of several previously indep¬ 
endent European countries; which brought about a debauching of principles in Vietnam; 
caused the deterioration and present atrocities in Cambodia; the troubles of Laos and 
Thailand; and triggered the contradictory U.S. policy toward the "real" China, Taiwan 
basking one day in our national "recognition," and Peking and the Peoples Republic of 
China the next; brought us to the economic policy of selling orain to the peonle we 
arm ourselves against with nuclear weaponry; moved us to be, militarily at least, on 
the same level with a force far more ominous than Hitler's Germany; brought about the 
Soviets' first open sea portage on the Atlantic, in Angola; caused us, as a Deople, 
to fight confusedly amono ourselves while the Soviets acquired land, countries and 
peoples without causing so much as a blinking of our nation's eye. 

Neville Chamberlain proclaimed in 1938 "Peace in our time." Vie haven't seen it 
yet and a lot of water has gone under the bridge since then. There is probably more ,to 
follow. 

★ ★ ★ ★ ★ 

Community service award to Robert Colletti, author of America , if I Loved You 
Less, I wouldn't Care. ***** 

-EAGLE 


For more information about EAGLE , its beliefs , aims and goals , address enquiries 

fc> EVlgLff, P.0. Box 17f6j Bishop California 9Z514^ __ 


'(This space paid for by EAGLE, a non-profit organization) 
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cKurray, Continued 
known, but McMurray removei himself from the 
case. If any word could adequately define his 
courtroom image it would be decorum. , It was a 
condition of his presence on the bench, and 
perhaps it could biz best exemplified, in an 
incident in Inyo County: "He kept a very dig¬ 
nified courtroom, " recalled Inyo District At¬ 
torney L.H. Gibbons who last week had been ask- 
cl about McMurray. "One time when I was new in 
the county, I walkei into his courtroom and I 
had stood quietly at the back of the room. He 
saw me later...and suggested (politely but 
firmly) that next time I pick cut a seat." But 
if "decorum" and strict adherence to courtroom 
propriety exemplified his professional proced¬ 
ures, there was no lack of warmth, even com- j 
passion, in McMurray both as judge and person. 
He had been seen by county lawyers "walking 
lown the courthouse steps, inmates conversing 
with him on a first-name basis. " He also rec¬ 
eive.I letters, uncomplaining ones, from people 
h.e had sentenced to the penitentiary ; "They 
just wanted to write to him. " 

To his fellow lawyers Judge McMurray was 
seen as "a source, " which is perhaps the high¬ 
est regard that one legal mind may hold for 
another. One attorney, then new to the county, 
raid McMurray "once walked through the office 
anl asked me what I ixis working on. I told 
him I didn 't have the answer to something , He 
told me to check a certain code section - and 
there ’jas the law. He knew the law. A great 
judge." 

If McMurray "knew the law" it may have 
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been due, as much as anything, to his early 
exposure to it. His father, Orin McMurray, had 
been no less of a legal light and sewed as 
dean of the law school of the University of 
California at Berkley, a prestigious school of 
law then and now. The judge was born at Berk¬ 
ley on November 31, 1908. 

Once arrived in Inyo County he became 
first an assistant district attorney, then lat¬ 
er district attorney, and then judge of the 
superior court where he served for 28 years. 
Age and failing health took their toll, and 
about seven years ago Judge McMurray retired. 
In recent months the attacks from emphysema 
became increasingly severe, and the deeper dra¬ 
ma of the judge's personal life played itself 
out. He was a close family man in spite of the 
pressures of his career; nearby always was his 
wife of many years, Aileen. He is also surviv¬ 
ed by a son, Stewart, of Rosburg, Washington, 
two daughters, and five grandchildren. 

For one who had spent a- lifetime in The 
Law, there was another final tribute last 
week from another county lawyer. Most of those 
in any legal corrmunity would deem it high 
praise indeed: 

"Win or lose, when you walked out of his 
courtroom, you could never be dissatisfied, 
because you knew ho made the right decision." 
As most who knew him would agree, that opin¬ 
ion is one that would stand, uncontested, un¬ 
appealed. 

Burial Monday, June 12, Independence Cemetery 
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SUPERVISOR RICKARD McDONALD CALLS IT "Probably 
the most archaic ordinance on the books," the 
county's stray animal law that requires prop¬ 
erty owners who want their land free of cattle 
to put up fences, instead of requiring cattle 
owners to fence their grazing land to keep them 
in. It is a law, probably, that dates to the 
day when ranchers had things pretty much their 
own way. McDonald said he thinks the burden of 
fence responsibility should rest with the own¬ 
ers of the cattle, and apparently a number of 
McDonald constituents, including some cattle 
raisers, agree with that view. McDonald said 
last week he was working on a resolution that 
may change the situation} he's been getting re¬ 
ports of property damage, hay loss, and ruined 
gardens, not to mention several traffic mishaps 
caused by roaming cattle. Among his supporters 
are members of the lions Club, he said. And 
where will the ranchers get the money to erect 
what may amount to considerable fencing? The 
supervisor says he 'll journey to the state cap- 
itol for funding. 

AFTER LABORING FOR A YEAR UNDER INYO COUNTY'S 
overworked and underfunded public defender sys¬ 
tem, Lawyer Doug Buchanan is calling it quits, 
and the supervisors are hard-put to work out 
a contract arrangement that would be attract¬ 
ive to (as one supervisor envisions him) "a 
young attorney looking for experience." In In¬ 
yo County that young attorney, wherever and 
whoever he might be, is likely to get it} the 


district attorney says Inyo's heavy caseload 
is not likely to be decreasing. °ne thing that 
might help: establishment of an office for the 
public defender, perhaps even a secretary or 
some sort of clerical help} up to now, Inyo's 
public defenders have had to make do with lit¬ 
tle more than their briefcases and, sometimes, 
a public telephone booth. 'Aieir budget (last 
year only about $3E>,000) allows for little 
more. D.A. "Buck" Gibbons told the supervisors 
that establishment of "at least an office" may 
provide inducement for "keeping a long-term 
person on board," and he also hinted that the 
"lowest bid may not provide the best service." 
The supervisors are looking for ways to solve 
the ongoing problem, but so far they've had 
little or no success» 

LONE PINE FIRE CHIEF TOM NOLAND says he wants 
to "dawn-play the panic factor of Jarvis and 
see what we can do with the money we have," 
and so the Lone Pine fire district has adopted 
a budget ($Ul,000) that requires nb increases. 
Noland and other fire chiefs have received 
lengthy telegrams from California's Governor 
^erry Brown stating in effect that lines of 
communication must remain open on the impact 
of Jarvis. To make sure they do the governor 
has provided just such communication: a tele¬ 
phone center for firemen (and others) to call 
for specific answers about what will happen 
to such agencies as the fire departments now 
that the Jarvis Initiative has passed. Ha 3 the 
Lone Pine chief called the center? Not yet. 
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...AND A LOT OF OTHER HARD-TO-PLACE 
THINGS YOU MAY WANT INSURED. SURE, WE 
HANDLE THE TOUGH ONES’, PART OF OUR 
SERVICE. BUT YOU'LL FIND US COMPETITIVE, 
TOO, ON ALL THE MORE CONVENTIONAL 
KINDS OF INSURANCE. CALL TODAY AND FIND 
OUT JUST HOW COMPLETE OUR SERVICE IS. 
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124 N, Main, Lone Pino, California 
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NEWS-LETTER welcomes letters and comment relevant to public (f/J 
issues, The elitors will publish thone considered time- 
ly and with viewpoints concisely stated, Moat likely 
to be published are thoge of 200 words or legs. Letters or statements should 
be addressed to PO Box 531, Independence 93526. The editors remind their readers 
that publication of a letter does not in any way imply that the editors agree with its view. 


<&- 



"THEY DON'T UNDERSTAND US": 

A TEENAGER'S COMPLAINT - OR PLEA? 

Dear Sirs, 

I just finished reading an article from 
.a senior citizen about teenagers. (NEWS-LETTER, 
Notes from B.K., May 29) I thought it was very 
unfair. Here's a poem to them! 

In Defense of Teenagers 

They say we're wild; they say we're cra¬ 
zy; 

They say we 're spoiled; they say we 're 

lazy. 

They say we've no ambition, no will to 
got ahead; they say that all we want to do is 
li e in bed. 

They say we're stubborn and have no feel¬ 
ings 

And when they refuse us we hit the ceil¬ 
ing. 

They say that we don't really care, as 
long as they let us go out somewhere. 

They say we don't know the importance of 
money, and that we think life is sugar and hon¬ 
ey. 

They think we're hippies, drop-outs, jo¬ 
kers; draft-card burners and marijuana smokers. 

They don't understand us and they don't 
know why; maybe they never told us when we were 
young the importance of being true and strong. 
Maybe we thought they never really cared when 
they let us go any and everywhere. Maybe they 
never really took time out to see what our 
problems were all about. But if you look, you'd 
probably see that we're not as bad as we're 
said to be. You'd see we have problems the 
same as you and we need some help to pull us 
through. 

- J.P. 

Age 16 

Bishop 

(Editors' note;yB%K. was asked how she 
would respond to Teenager J.P.’s letter, and 
she offered this reply: "I hope some older 
person is listening to J.P. - and I hope J.P. 
is listening, really listening, to some old¬ 
er person. To ''understand’’ is to communicate, 
and communication is a two-way condition. As 
for the story being ’Unfair," I’ll stick by 
it; senior citizens are in fact afraid to go 
out in the evening, here and elsewhere. That 
is not to say, however, that they fear ALL 
teenagers. Hang in there, J.P. Come see us 
sometime; for whatever it is worth, I’ll 
listen.") 


but I thought your comments re the L.A. DWP 
official and the lady on the tour were crass. 

Also, you ought to print arguments ag¬ 
ainst Proposition 13 to be fairl 


- Dave Oldenburg 
Bishop 

(Editors ’ note: Reader Oldenburg is not the 
first to take issue with NEWS-LETTER ’s story 
about the now-notorious tour lady and the UIJP 
official. However, NEWS-LETTER feels very un¬ 
cross about it. In the Mono Lake issue, the 
editors feel also that DWP should pay more at¬ 
tention to the harm it is causing than to the 
ladies on tour, and in that way preventing 
stories and criticisms about either. As for 
letters on Proposition 13, the only letter 
we received in opposition was the one pub¬ 
lished here; it appears that few people felt 
very strongly against it, as reflected not 
only in NEWS-LETTER’s mail, but also at the 

potu -> **• 


WHERE DID THE GUAYULE GO? IT'S ALIVE 
AND WELL AND LIVING IN ARIZONA 
BenettJ 

I cut this out of the STAR. I found it 
interesting after reading about it in the NEWS¬ 


LETTER. ("Where did all 
LETTER, May 22) 

A WILD desert plant capable of 
producing high-quality rubber is 
being cultivated by a major U.S. 
corporation for possible use as a 
domestic source of natural rubber. 

The Goodyear Corp. has planted 
the desert shrub called guayule at 
its experimental farm near Lit¬ 
chfield Park, Ariz. 

“We believe the planting will 
give us valuable information about 
the growing of guayule rubber for 
commercial purposes,” said a 
^company spokesman. The guayule 


the Guayule go?", NEW5- 


plant, 'which grows wild in the 
deserts of the southwestern United 
States and Mexico, produced 10 
percent of the world’s rubber supp¬ 
ly shortly after the turn of the cen 
tury. It fell into obscurity following 
production of tree grown rubber. 

Researchers have tested the 
guayule and discovered that the 
plant’s rubber properties are as 
good as tree grown, the spokesman 
added. 


It doesn't say anything about the plant 
at one time growing here. I thought it had al¬ 
ready been tested. 

- Claudine Logsdon 
Ray's Den Motel 
Independence 

(Editors ’ Note: There is much about Guayule 
that the STAR’S >writer appears to have over¬ 
looked - but at least they answered NEWS-LET¬ 
TER’s question: The guayule has gone to Ariz- 
t ona. Meanwhile, the NEWS-LETTER editors are 
showing no signs of appropriate modesty, and 
crowing about scooping the STAR.) 

■a- -it •* 


# # # 

"CRASS" REPORTAGE; THE DWP, 

ITS LAKES - AND ITS LADY 

To NEWS-LETTER: 

Did you know the L.A. DWP is allowing 
Cottonwood Creek to flow into Owens Lake? It 
seems like they could allow equivalent volume 
of water flow into Mono Lake and catch Cotton¬ 
wood Creek water in the aqueduct. I'm sorry, 


GAMBLING IN INYO COUNTY; 

A FORMER OFFICER'S CHARGE 

To the Inyo County News Letter- 

I was surprised to read of the "Increas¬ 
ing concern" about Inyo County's illegal gamb¬ 
ling activities. If there is any real concern, 
it is not conspicuous among local law enforce¬ 
ment; i.e., the sheriff's department, district 
• (FORUM Continued, Page 8) 
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attorney's office. Bishop Police Department, 
or any place else in our local justice system 
(that I'm aware of)• To the contrary, the bet¬ 
ting pools being conducted enjoy at least the 
tacit approval of some members of local law en¬ 
forcement and the participation of others. Any 
deputy with the Inyo Sheriff's Department, in 
attempting to enforce the law in this area (as 
required by state law; it is an arrestable of¬ 
fense for any peace officer to neglect to en¬ 
force and prosecute any persons believed guil¬ 
ty of violation of Sec. 337A, penal code) will 
be told by his supervisors to "leave it alone." 
I myself received this kind of directive on 
several occasions while employed by the Inyo 
County Sheriff s Office. Among the reasons giv¬ 
en for "keeping my nose out of it" was that 
one of the biggest pools was conducted in the 
courthouse at Independence, and run by the 
court reporter (This was in 1975). The pools, 
anywhere from daily ten-dollar pay-offs to 
fjve-hundred-dollar and ten-thousand-dollar 
"chunks" (I can verify it) that were being con¬ 
ducted in Inyo County in December, 1977, were 
wide open and a deputy or police officer in 
this area could "get down" in the pool while 
in uniform. I personally closed one local bus¬ 
inessman's action in 1975>. (I was "advised" 
against any further such action by my supervi¬ 
sors.) In spite of this - and my openly-ex¬ 
pressed attitude about the system, in 1977 I 
was able to walk into and buy into this busin¬ 
essman's five-hundred-dollar football pool. He 
believed as far as I'm concerned that local 
law would not touch him. It seems that with the 
exception of only a couple of deputies (one of 
us out on disability, the other fired), that 
he was right and remains a member of Inyo 
County's exclusive "untouchables" club. As far 
as the biggie in Bishop, it costs one hundred 
dollars to buy into that one. Believe me, I've 
been around; a ten-thousand-dollar football 
pool is not just "a little friendly bet." This 
one was so wj.de open I was told to "be sure 
and tell my friends." 

Before starting out on this investigat- 
5 on (myself and my wife's part as citizens, 
and my partner as a deputy) we erroneously be¬ 
lieved we were going to get some help. Even 
deputies who in the past didn't see anything 
to get excited about could see now that it was 
g^ing to be big business - but still wouldn't 
touch it because of the hands-off system that 
lias been the "unwritten rule." After contact¬ 
ing detectives in Independence and coming to 
the conclusion that they were kissing it off 
or "had to research it," or couldn't do any- 
ing because as one detective put it, "We 
would have to start by cleaning our own house 
. cause the D.A.'s office parlays bets." Well, 
we di.d it anyway, placed a hundred-dollar bet 
in Bishop for the big one. By now, I person- 
■ >-ly believed that some one high up in local 
in'V enforcement circles wa3 protecting the ac- 
t on; I did not get a chance to find out. The 
detectives from the sheriff's office and the 
Bishop P.D. blew the investigation out of the 
water - walked into all the locations and told 
everybody to be a good boy and "burned" the 
undercover operators. Well, that should have 
ended that, but still trying to believe in the 


Inyo County justice system, I took what I had 
to the district attorney believing (?) that 
our D.A. would conduct a thorough investigat¬ 
ion. It dawned on me that I might have been a 
little naive when I asked him if he wanted the 
names of a number of witnesses, and he stated 
"not at this time." In my ten years of law en¬ 
forcement, that was the first time any district 
attorney ever told me that he didn't need all 
the facts and evidence available in order to 
prosecute a caseJ Makes you wonder! 

In conclusion, with the attorney gener¬ 
al 's release of the names of 92 high-ranking 
current organized crime figures operating in 
Southern California, and an estimated L.Q-bill- 
ion-dollar gambling action alone, local law en¬ 
forcement should be sophisticated enough to re¬ 
cognize what they're inviting with the "good 
ole boy" attitude they are fostering - (If, in 
fact, that's all it is.) I never could find 
out. Makes you wonder. 

- Richard Muldoon 
Olancha 

(Editors’ note: Welt, if Reader Muldoon, a 
former sheriff’s deputy, is. to he believed - 
and so far there seems to be no reason not to 
- then it ’8 time somebody found out. The let¬ 
ter tends to bear out information from other 
sources that has filtered into the NEWS-LETTER 
office.) 

* # * 

A PAT ON THE BACK - 
AND SOME GOOD SUGGESTIONS 
Dear John and Benett: 

We're sincerely pulling for you to suc¬ 
ceed - The county needs you and your objective 
services. 

Suggestions: 

1. Advertising O.K. 

,2. Strive for a bit of condensation for 
news articles. 

3. Two lead articles on Page 1, both con¬ 
tinued on Page 2, or finished on Page 1. 

U. "News Briefs" finished on Page 2 or 
Page 3. 

5. "Notes from B.K." - good - but use on¬ 
ly Page 3 for them. 

6. FORUM good - but conclude on one page. 

7. Any article continuation should be 
found on "next page." 

- Rollln and Grace Enfield 
BLshop 

(Editors’ note: The editors find themselves 
in complete agreement - and then promptly go 
their usual way. In explanation, NEWS-LETTER 
would like to point out that due to its pec¬ 
uliar (and unsuitable)production situation, 
some of the Enfields’ very good advice is, for 
now at least, impossible to follow. Time, fin¬ 
ances and XEROX Corporation permitting, the 
editors still hope to improve and enlarge the 
NEWS-LETTER, and meanwhile extend their thanks 
to readofo .o'l'oh ae the En fields who hove prov¬ 
ided not only good suggestions, t but also con¬ 
tinuing support.) 


GOOD SUMMER READING! 

Subscribe now to the INYO COUNTY NEWS-LET¬ 
TER; get the top of the summer news of the 
Eastern Sierra, the news from a different and 
new approach. 
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Store for Inyo ? 
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A COUNTY MEETING OFFERED FEW 
ANSWERS, BUT LEFT SOME OBSERVERS 
MORE OPTIMISTIC ABOUT THE FUTURE 

N OW THAT THE DUST HAS SETTLED AND PIOFDSI- 
tion 13 has been voted into the Californ¬ 
ia Constitution, it appears that many 
Californians face some good news and some bad* 
So far, for Inyo Countians (who showed 
at the polls that their own thinking was much 
like that of others in the state) the news ap¬ 
pears to be less bad than for residents in ot¬ 
her areas. (Already in Los Angeles, a number 
of city workers have been notified they are to 
be laid off, due mostly to some panicky reac¬ 
tion on the part of L.A.’s city fathers.) 

As the new week opened, the political 
leaders of Inyo gathered at Independence to 
try once more to guage the impact that Jarvis 
will have on the Eastern Sierra. Perhaps the 
meeting itself was as disorganized as the hav¬ 
oc many feared that Jarvis would bring. Fort¬ 
unately or unfortunate ly, the Monday afternoon 
session got going at the courthouse with all 
the supervisors present, a fact which, as it 
turned out, indicated that the supervisors 
may have been long on eagerness but short of 
legal status. Some of them had to leave since 
under the law they cannot meet legally with¬ 
out calling an official meeting and serving 
notice of that fact. So three of them went aw¬ 



ay, leaving the V "Jarvis discussion" to take 
place between the county administrator and on¬ 
ly two of the supervisors, Herbert London of 
Bishop's District 1, and Wilma Muth from the 
hotly contested District 3, and about 30 dep¬ 
artment heads and other key county workers. 

Why, from among five seoarrisors, were 
only Muth and London chosen to sit in on Mon¬ 
day’s informal meeting? "They stayed," said 
County Administrator John K. Smith, "since 
they're running for office and need to know 
the situation.", 

Muth had another explanation: "The two 
of us out-sat the other three," 

Smith had sent out notices of the meet¬ 
ing to all the supervisors, and apparently 
there was a "misunderstanding" about how many 
would be allowed to remain under the Brown Act 
ruling that prevents attendance of mo re than a 
quorum at an un-announced "official" meeting. 

As the county leadership turned to the 
Jarvis issue, Mike Hanford, the assistant ad¬ 
ministrator, reported on his weekend trip to 
Sacramento. There he attended a meeting of the 
County Supervisors Association of California, 
members of which, he said, are pushing for 
the state treasury to pay the heavy tabs on 
welfare and Medi-Cal costs, which make up a 

(See JARVIS on Insert Page "B") 


-—-—A Public Service Message from an Inyo Business Firm 

If Business Can Cut Costs Efficiently, 
Then Why Can’t Government ? 

It's not a new question, really; a lot of people^not all of them businessmen, 
either- have asked it. But it looks like nobody has been going out of their way to pro¬ 
vide any real answers. It may be a question we can no longer avoid. 

The people of California expressed clearly their view on the matter when they 
voted overwhelmingly on June 6 to cut taxes. But we think there was more to it than 
just a tax-cut; remember, a lot of Jarvis supporters were people of just common sense 
who had nothing to gain by Proposition 13 - they owned no property - but they support¬ 
ed it anyway. 

It may be that people felt desperate; that government v/as somehow out-of-hand, 
had gotten out of control - and to many voters, Jarvis gave them the chance to regain 
that control. To many people, remember, the only thing the government seems to them to 
be is somebody with a hand out to collect, and another hand out to regulate and to re¬ 
strain - to say how life should be led, buildings to be constructed, v/here to no to 
school, and how to run a business. But government has shown in recent years that it 
seldom can do any of these things nearly as well as the average American. But then 
maybe the bureaucrats never had to meet a payroll, improve a product, build a home or 
stand alone without "security" against the competition. 

In business, creative genius is necessary; a sense of enterprise and challenge 
is necessary; Government has shown that it stifles those very oualities that has made 
this country great. And it may be that that same enterprising and creative genius is 
now what we're going to need not only in business but also in government, 

If business can cut costs efficiently, then why can't government? t-'e believe 

it can. 

^ ‘ Dutch IMcrbs 

Home of ilia Original 
Sheephcrder Oread 
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JARVIS, Continued 
lion’s share of California counties' budgets. 
(Over the weekend, financial advisors to Gov. 
B rown told the press that there is a "good 
possibility" that state-supported welfare will 
get legislative support.) Hanford suggested 
that the discussions at Sacramento among the 
gathered administrators had gone beyond the 
welfare issue. There was "some talk" there that 
there may be state assistance for other county 
costs - like courts, public defenders and dis¬ 
trict attorney expenses - but that a great am¬ 
ount of help in those areas is unlikely. 

But Hanford's Sacramento trip offered 
little tangible information, or help, for In¬ 
yo's administration which may now be faced 
with a 30% cut in funding. (At least one sup¬ 
ervisor hinted before the election that the 
actual trim may be as low as 9% when all the 
figures are in.) Early estimates indicated the 
county's general fund would be leaner by $2.2 
million on passage of Jarvis. If the state 
picks up the welfare bill, Inyo would regain 
about $700,000. 

The Monday meeting dealt more with 
"possibilities" rather than with hard figures, 
since the figures, at this time, are simply 
unavailable. Some of these may turn up short¬ 
ly from the county tax assessor who very soon. 
after the election went immediately to work 
rolling back assessments to the 1975 property 
evaluations. Assessor Jack Clay already had 
his v/ork cut out for him, and some guidelines 
as to how to perform itj he attended recently 
a Sacramento meeting of the State Board of 
Equalization where he learned how to "implem¬ 
ent" the passage of Jarvis. After looking up 
the 1975 evaluations he adds two percent per > 
year (as prescribed by the law), and turns up 
with the tax figure. He must also figure the 
re-appraisals on property sales between '75 
and '78. 

Clay must then present his findings to 
the county auditor by July 31 - a deadline 
not easy for him to meet. Answering to that 
problem he has asked the supervisors' permis¬ 
sion to allow payment of overtime for assess¬ 
ment workers, rather than hire additional per¬ 
sonnel. 

Two weeks ago, Supervisor Muth said 
that Inyo "could live with Jarvis." It may be 
so. The matter of lay-offs of county workers 
remains mostly in the realm of distant spec¬ 
ulation since, as one official at the meeting 
reported later, "Nobody knows just how that 
would happen." Even if some lay-offs become 
necessary later, the service-conscious public 
was given some reassurance by Muth: "I don't 
think there will be any lay-offs in essential 
services like law enforcement." 

Law enforcement was not overlooked at 
the Monday meeting. Present with the others 
was Sheriff’s Inspector Jim Randolph who was 
less optimistic than Muth, after the discuss- 
ien* § a i8 li ondolpH; " We are totally fundod 
by property tax, and a 30,6 cut would mean 
$300,000. Seventy-five percent of the sheriff's 


budget is for salaries. If there 
is a thirty percent cut, v/e would 
have to let people go." 

District Attorney L.H. "Buck" 
Gibbons echoed Randolph's fears. 
rt e said that a heavy cut into the funding for 
his office would mean some lay-offs, or per¬ 
haps cuts in some salaries. 

Some county offices and agencies seemed 
determined to live with Jarvis - like the Lpne 
Pine fire district whose chief figured on mak¬ 
ing do with an already-lean budget. (See sto¬ 
ry in NEWS BRIEFS, this issue) 

Without figures, without official word 
of what Sacramento plans to do, the county 
officials gathered together on Monday were at 
some loss to know what to do. The meeting 
centered on inteir-office co-operation and, 
said Smith, "all pledged to v/ork together. The 
administrator himself down-played the signif¬ 
icance of the Monday meeting since - even if 
the facts were together - no "official" action 
could be taken in any case, ^e suggested that 
the "30 percent" figure was only a "guideline" 
toward what the county may, or may not, do 
about the situation created by passage of the 
amendment. As for the lay-off possibility. 

Smith reported that "there was no talk" of 
laying off county workers, and that the admin¬ 
istration wants to wait for the state to make 
the first move before discussing seriously any 
cut-backs in personnel. 

The meeting left in the minds of its 
audience perhaps more questions than answers. 
"We were anticipating their telling us some¬ 
thing we didn't already know about Jarvis... 
and they didn't," said Randolph. 

11 /hat then v/as the meeting all about? 

"I'm really not quite sure," said Muth, 
the supervisor who "out-sat" the others. 

yBut the over-all "tone" of Monday's sess¬ 
ion left at least the hint of optimism for 
those concerned with the dire warnings issued 
in the pre-election rhetoric; there v/as a not¬ 
able absence of some of the panic reactions 
shown in other municipal and county government 
administrations in the state. And with still 
more elections in the offing it appeared that 
Inyo's administration may move cautiously be¬ 
fore implementing any severe cutbacks of serv¬ 
ice to the public, or of the people who prov¬ 
ide those services. Further, if caution and 
common sense prevail, it may be that Inyo, af¬ 
ter all, may prove itself as one of those 
counties that can follow the voters' June 6 
command: "Cut the fat," but no more. Only 

time - and Sacramento - can tell. 


"Sorry, Joe. You’ll have to go. You know how 
it is - They told us to ’out the fat.'' 
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puter, because the counters have to count the 
holes in the cards*" Tantzen recalled an ex¬ 
ample of such methods in Alameda County: "They 
counted the returns 18 times and came up with 
the same figures only three times*" 

At least one of the candidates, Moe Jac¬ 
obson, said he'd settle for a computer recount, 
if the county will be willing to do it* Tant- 
sen had told a reporter that such a recount 
would take "only thirty minutes to an hour" to 
go through the ballots, but that "nobody has 
approached me to re-run them." 

Glidden also expressed dismay at the 
cost for a recount. "My feeling is that they 
could get six people to count those ballots 
and complete the job twice in a couple of 
hours. I can't see charging that much money 
oven for a recount* Besides, more than just the 
candidates want to make sure the vote is right. 
1 tliink the people of the county are entitled 
to know for sure if there was any error in the 
counting of their votes. Maybe the board of 
supervisors should suggest a recount." 

Does either of the challenging candid¬ 
ates see the situation as hurting their chanc¬ 
es of vanning? "Definitely," they both firmly 
agreed. Muth has no majority of votes, and 
their own votes are clearly split. The secre¬ 
tary of state counsel said that if all three 
run in the November election - as seems like¬ 
ly - the winner will be determined "by a simp¬ 
le plurality, by whoever gets the most votes 
even though he or she may not get a majority 


of all the votes cast." 

Yfould one of the candidates concede and 
support the other? "I for one," said Jacobson, 
"have no intention whatever of conceding." A 
similar position was taken by Glidden. "My 
feeling about that," he said, "is that I am 
ready, and I'm running for office. So far as I 
am concerned, I am still campaigning for off¬ 
ice." Each of the contenders seemed confident 
of winning, even though one of them would have 
to get more votes than Muth in the November 
voting. 

Still another question was raised about 
the voting in District 3. It began with phone 
calls from an anonymous woman who said a man 
in Big Fine had told her that he had voted, 
but that he had in fact been registered in an¬ 
other district. 'The same woman, presumably, 
had also called the secretary of state's office 
at Sacramento with the same complaint, but was 
told there that it was an issue that would be 
left up to the local clerk to decide. A check 
with Rita Bromley and workers in her office, 
verified the calls made there and also to the 
district attorney. They all confirmed receiv¬ 
ing the complaint and said the claim had been 
checked out against the. registered voters in 
District 3, and the names of those who had vo¬ 
ted. All were adamant about refusing to name 
the Big Fine man, and all appeared reluctant 
to go into the issue. D.A. Gibbons said he 
would not reveal the name of the man "or any 
information concerning voting," other than the 

(ELECTION Continued, Page 10) 
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ball to know what lies ahead 
with this combo... 
perfectly exposed, razor-sharp prints or slides every time! 

They work together like magic. The super-compact 35 CA features 
automatic exposure control and accurate rangefinder focusing. Mount 
the 50 Flash on top and like magic, the camera automatically sets the 
flash exposures tool And the 50 Flash gets up to 200 flashes from one 
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1. EXECUTIVE HOME: Lone Fine two-story 
five-bedroom. 

2. COZY TWO-BEDROOM : Large , well-cared- 
for yard. A real bargain, under 

$30,000. 

3. 28 ACRES: One-of-a-kinl, 150 fruit 
trees. Ideal guest ranch or artist's 
retreat. Call for more details. 


DOROTHY BONNEFIN/manager 
™ LONE PINE REALTY 
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PAT ROBERTS/associate 
res. (714) 876-5864 

CLYDE GEORGE/associate 
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statement: "I do not know if he (the Big Pine 
man) voted or not*" As for a recount. Gibbons 
said that he has not been approached in the 
matter, and he volunteered no legal advice. 

In any case, the matter of the Controv¬ 
ersial single Big Pine voter and the specula¬ 
tions concerning him, were apparently cleared 
up as the new week got underway. Bromley, talk 
ing by telephone from Reno, assured questioners 
that the poll registers had been checked agpinst 
registrations in the districts at issue and 
that no irregularities were found. Even if such 
an irregularity existed it would be difficult 
to determine, under the protection of ballot 
secrecy, which candidate got the vote* 

Meanwhile, as the two challengers suffer- 
ed through the post-election traumas - the out¬ 
come of which might well determine their polit- 
ical futures - the incumbent Wilma Muth rested 
easy. When Muth learned of the decision render 
ed by the secretary of state counsel, she said 
"Well, that's the way it goes...There was 
of the vote against me - but 71% against each 
of my opponents." The figures quoted by the 
supervisor are not insignificant when studied 
in the light of the voting pattern; the clear 
split of votes between Glidden and Jacobson 
provides Muth with a strong favorable percent¬ 
age if all three names remain on the ballot for 
November. Muth readily confirmed that advant¬ 
age. Asked if she thought the split helps her, 
she replied, "I think so." 

But then Muth volunteered her thoughts 
on the campaign aheadt "I imagin e there will 


eastern sierra 


be a lot of dirty laundry aired on this one." 

Dirty laundry? Muth was asked if she 
meant "things about herself" or if she planned 
to reveal something about her opponents. "Who 
knows," she replied cryptically, "what will 
happen." 

The earlier campaign never broke into 
an open mudbath, not publicly anyway. But all 
the campaigners at one time or- another spoke 
with bitterness about attacks (or imagined at- . 
tacks) against them from the others; in off- 
the-record comments, and private comments am- * 
ong friends, each pointed out the weak spots 
of his or her opponents. In the last week be¬ 
fore June 6, some of the is3ue3 were about to 
break in the open, but each aspirant fell si- ' 
lent on direct questioning, ^he big complaints, 
or at least those complaints most muttered^, 
had to do with conflict of interest, exper¬ 
ience (or the lack of it), special considera¬ 
tions for this or that social, economic or 
ethnic group. As usual, there was enough ev¬ 
idence of truth in all of them to make most 
of the charges believeable to anyone who had 
already made his voting choice. Whether any 
of the charges could grow, between now and No¬ 
vember, into damaging campaign barrages, has 
yet to be seen. But by week's end there was 
already evidence that the bitterness and the 
anxiety had created a tense situation. And 
for the voters of District Three it began to 
look like a long hot summer. 
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